
 

 

 

 

Selection of photos from 8th ICRBM, Canberra Rex, 1-5 September 2025. 

 

 

 

Dr Wendy Umberger, CEO, ACIAR, officially opening the conference on Monday 1st September, 2025. 

 

Plenary speakers (left to right): Dr Paul Thomas, University of Adelaide, South Australia; Mr Steve Henry, 
CSIRO Health and Biosecurity, Canberra, ACT; Dr Rica Flor, International Rice Research Institute, 
Cambodia; Dr Araceli Samaniego, Independent Island Restoration Advisor, Melbourne, Victoria; Dr 
Chelsea Himsworth, University of British Columbia, Canada; Dr Aaron Geenville, University of Sydney, 
Sydney, NSW; Dr Steven Belmain, University of Greenwich, United Kingdom.  



 

 

 

 

 

Last but not least of the plenary speakers (left to right):  Dr Federico Costa, Federal University of Bahia 
and Salvador, Brazil; Dr Xavier Lambin, University of Aberdeen, Scotland 

 

 

Discussions around posters in the exhibition area during breaks. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

8th ICRBM Group photo 

 

 

Left to right:  Dr Chelsea Himsworth, Canada; Katie August, UK; Dr Grant Singleton, 
Australia; Dr Steve Belmain, UK  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Left to right:  Dr Voahangy Soarimalala, Madagascar; Todisoa Radovimiandrinifarany, 
Early Career Researcher, Madagascar; Dr Lyn Hins, Australia; Dr Soansandrasana 
Rahelinirina, Madagsacar; Dr Minoarisoa Rajerison, Madagscar 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Dr Zhibin Zhang, China; Dr Peter Brown, Australia 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Dimple Mandla, Early Career Researcher, India; Dr Neena Singla, India;  Risnelli, Early 
Career Researcher, Indonesia  

 



 

 

 

 

 

Stalwarts of ICRBM:  Grant Singelton, Australia, Dr Herwig Leirs, Belgium; Dr Peter 
Brown, Australia 



 

 

 

 

 

26 years on: Grant Singleton, Australia; Lyn Hinds, Australia; Herwig Leirs, Belgium; 
Zhibin Zhang, China    



 

 

 

 

Conference Awards and Recognition 

 

At each conference recognition is made to early career researchers in the form of an award 

for the best poster and best-spoken paper.  This year the Committee formalised this award 

and dedicated it to Dr Loth Mulungu, a long-time member of the ICRBM community, who has 

sadly passed away.  in the name of instigated participants 

The dedication is as follows: 

 

 

Below are the certificates presented to this year’s awardees at the end of the conference.  

 ot      ng   e oria 

Award for

 ar   Career Researc ers

Dr. Loth  . Mulungu, a  rofessor of  est Management at  okoine  ni ersity of

Agriculture in Tan ania, had a well-established multidisciplinary portfolio across

se eral research themes on ecology, ta onomy,  oonotic diseases, pest ecology, and

pest management. These were related to rodent ecology and management,

de elopment of  cologically-Based Rodent Management   BRM strategies,

 oonotic disease reser oirs, pest damage and control in agriculture, ta onomy and

biodi ersity, and Integrated  est Management  I M . All are topics at the heart of the

ICRBM.  e conducted many studies on the multi-mammate rat          

           to understand crop damage and yield loss.  e was passionate about the

de elopment of young scientists and super ised many students.

This Award reflects  rofessor Mulungu s desire to support and encourage early

career researchers, and he would ha e been especially proud to ha e his name

associated with the ICRBM and this Award.



 

 

 

 

 

 ot      ng   e oria 

Award for

 ar   Career Researc ers

Best  oster:

  atia  eco og  of s   atric ende ic s  irre s in

  erto  rincesa    terranean Ri er  ationa   ar  

 a awan  s and    i i  ines

 esa arie  ernande  

Mus um  ational d  istoire  aturelle,  aris,  rance

 ni ersity of the  hilippines Los Ba os, Laguna,  hilippines



 

 

 

 

 

Dr Desamarie Fernandez, University of the Philippines, Philippines, with a small version 
of her poster and the Loth Mulungu Memorial Certificate she received for the “Best 
Poster Presentation by an Early Career Researcher”. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 ot      ng   e oria 

Award for

 ar   Career Researc ers

Best  poken  aper:

 oca isation  i rar  de e o  ent for nine rodent s ecies in     a anga 

 o t  Africa

 eorgia     er 

 hD candidate,

Applied Beha ioural  cology and  cosystems Research  nit,

 ni ersity of  outh Africa.



 

 

 

 

 

PhD candidate, Georgia Muller (University of South Africa, Johannesburg, South Africa) 
and Loth Mulungu Memorial Award certificate she received for the “Best Oral 
Presentation by an Early Career Researcher”. 

Dr Nico Avenant (National Museum, University of the Free State, Bloemfontein, South 
Africa) was presented with an ICRBM Lifetime Recognition of Excellence Award (see 
below).  

 



 

 

 

 

 

In another tradition in the ICRBM community are “Lifetime recognition of   cellence” 

Awards.  Two internationally renowned and dedicated rodent research colleagues recei ed 

these awards at the 8th ICRBM – Dr  ico A enant,  ational Museum,  ni ersity of the  ree 

 tate, Bloemfontein,  outh Africa, and Dr Jens Jacob, Julius Kühn Institute, Münster, 
Germany.    ico A enant was presented in person with his award  see photo pre ious page .  

 owe er, due to illness, Jens Jacob was unable to attend the conference and the award was 

presented to one of his colleagues who undertook to deli er the award plaque. 

 

The engra ing for each recipient was as follows: 

 

 

 

 

                                  

               
                                                               
                                                               
                                                      

                                                                   
                                                              
                                                                  
                                                                  
                                                               
                                                                 
                                                    
                                                       
                                                      
                                                          

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                  

             
                                                               
                                                               
                                                    

                                                                  
                                                                  
                                                                 
                                                              
                                                                  
                                                                    
                                                                     
                                                     
             

  

                                              

  


